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Abstract

Introduction: Financing as one of the most important functions of the health system has an important
role in achieving the health system goals. Sustainable financing is a prerequisite for universal health
coverage strategy. The aim of this study was to identify research gaps in sustainable health financing
models towards universal health coverage in Iran health system.

Methods: A scoping review was used in this study by focusing on studies published in Persian and
English in the field of sustainable financing in the health system. The search was performed using
appropriate keywords in 7 electronic databases including “PubMed”, “Scopus”, “Science Direct”, “Web
of Science”, “ProQuest”, “SID” and “Magiran” and two search engines “Google” and “Google scholar”.
In addition, searches were conducted in reference list, gray literature, and reputable sites in the field of
sustainable health financing. The studies were analyzed by framework analysis and MAXQDA software.
Results: In the period of 2002 to 2020, 144 studies examined the dimensions and indicators of
financing, strategic analysis of health system financing in Iran and strategies to achieve sustainable
financing in the country. Sustainable health financing includes three dimensions of revenue collection,
pooling and purchasing. Share of health expenditures from the general government budget, out-of-
pocket payments, households facing catastrophic health expenditures and households facing poverty due
to health expenditures were the most important indicators of sustainable financing in the health system.
Reducing out-of-pocket and informal payments after the implementation of the the Health System
Transformation Plan was one of the most important strengths of financing the Iranian health system.
Multiplicity of insurance funds, unrealistic tariffs, lack of integrated information system and lack of
strategic purchases by insurers were reported as weaknesses of the financing system. Low GDP,
declining public budget allocations to the health sector in the face of economic sanctions and lack of
informed policymaking were among the health system financing threats. In contrast, legal protections to
increase the efficiency of the health system, the existence of non-governmental organizations to finance
the health system and new technologies are among the most important opportunities in the field of
financing. The most important strategies for financing Iran's health system are expanding tax
mechanisms, improving efficiency, implementing performance-based payments, implementing an
integrated health information system, calculating the cost of services scientifically, inter-sectoral
cooperation, and private sector and donors participation in financing the health system. A comparison
of financial indicators between provinces, a study of the impact of various reforms and programs in the
field of health, facilitating factors and obstacles to progress in financial promotion and protection,
strategic purchasing requirements, the role of taxes and the necessary bases for expansion Tax systems,
the role of information infrastructure in the sustainability of financing are among the most important
knowledge gaps in the field of sustainable financing in the health system.

Conclusion: A comprehensive review of sustainable financing in the health system and identifying
existing knowledge gaps in this area will help policy makers and senior managers of the health system
to develop and implement appropriate strategies to achieve the goals of universal health coverage.

Key words: Health financing, universal health coverage, revenue collection, pooling, purchasing
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